
 
 

100 Most Popular Active Communities for 2011 
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August 2, 2011 — The Sun Belt and Delaware are where it’s at when it comes to 
popular active adult communities. That’s what we found in our new list of the most 
popular active adult communities for 2011. The only places outside of the sun belt 
to have communities on the list were Delaware which had 12 communities on the 
top 100 this year (up from 5 in 2010); The Village at Penn State in State College, 
PA.; and Sage Village in Boulder, CO. In an attempt to open it up and introduce 
more variety this year, we increased the list from 50 to 100. As in the past, the Sun 
Belt achieved near total domination over its colder brethren. 

Florida, the runaway favorite, topped the 2011 list with an astonishing 40 
communities.  Arizona followed Delaware with 11 communities, and then North 
Carolina, which had with 10.  South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia also 
had good representation.   

We take several conclusions away from these results: 

- The Sun Belt and its neighboring Mid-Atlantic states, along with the Southwest, are 
overwhelmingly where people are looking to retire, at least when it comes to living 
in an active adult community. Florida is by far the most popular state for active 
communities at TopRetirements. 

- Delaware is red hot for retirement, even though it is not in the Sunbelt.  Its 
reputation as a low tax state, plus its great beaches and the pastoral Delmarva 
Peninsula are probably top reasons for that. 

- As in the past, Green Valley, Arizona was the most popular active adult community 
for 2011.  Frankly we are surprised that Green Valley continues to beat out its 
perennial #2 challenger, The Villages (of Florida), because in general communities in 
the east tend to attract more attention than those in the west. 



The top 100 communities were chosen on the basis of visitor popularity at 
TopRetirements during the period January 1 to July 31, 2011. The communities with 
the most page visits to their listings were the winners. Please see the end of article 
for important details on the selection criteria. 

And the 2011 winners are:  
16. Hot Springs Village* (Hot Springs, AR) 
 

Here is a link to more than 1300 more active adult communities at TopRetirements, 
by state. 

Observations about the results and how they were compiled: 
- This list is essentially a popular contest. The more times a community’s page was 
visited on our site, the higher it placed in the rankings. We believe this is an 
approximate indication of baby boomers’ interest in these respective communities, 
which they might or might not have heard of before.  

- For the most part, the active adult communities making the list are in towns that 
are 100 best places to retire at TopRetirements. In some cases (notably Prescott 
(AZ) or Asheville (NC), being the first 55+ community listed for a popular town could 
account for the high popularity of the community 

- Not all communities were available during the entire 6 month period. Their 
rankings might be better or worse because of that fact 
- Many of our TopRetirements advertisers, who were no doubt helped by their 
preferred positioning on our site, made the top 100 list. Advertiser communities are 
identified by an * 
- Finally, some of the larger, incorporated communities have additional, higher 
profile pages on our site, which also helps them in the rankings. Those include The 
Villages, Tellico Village, Hot Springs Village, Laguna Woods, etc. 

http://www.topretirements.com/blog/active-adult-communities/100-most-popular-
active-communities-for-2011.html/ 


